
You can either be the change or wait for it. 

       Sixty two years ago, on 15th august, 

1947, we made a tryst with destiny. We 

woke up to the hopes of a new life and 

freedom. It was a birth of new nation and 

a new beginning.  

                 Since then, our country made a 

tremendous progress. From being a mere 

colony supplying raw materials to first 

world countries, today, we emerged as 

one of the biggest players of world econ-

omy. We have become the forerunners in 

the realm of space exploration and tech-

nological advancements. Above all, for 

the past six decades, we withstood the 

everyday threats to our democracy and 

emerged winners. 

                On the darker side, though, the 

fruits of democracy and social develop-

ment are yet to be relished by the major-

ity of the Indian masses. India is yet to be 

freed from the clutches of poverty, illiter-

acy, misgovernance, corruption and eco-

nomic inequalities. 

                Any country's strength lies with 

its people. With more than 70% of our 

population under the age of 35, a ques-

tion arises  ï Can the countryôs largely 

youth population, change India?   

                The obvious answer to this is 

YES if one uses the ideas, has the ambi-

tion to do something, has the confidence 

to win, and has a righteous heart. Youth 

are the leaders of tomorrow, so itôs our 

duty to raise ourselves with the goal to 

serve the nation, however petty it may be. 

Remember each and every Indian can 

make a difference.   

                                                                             

 

                 We need not belong to the 

Gandhi family or be a descendant of 

the Scindias, Ambanis or the Birlas. 

We just need to inculcate intellectual-

ism, human values and observe a 

commitment to service. 

                 With everyone following 

this, India will surely become more 

prosperous. We complain that our 

government is not providing world 

class solutions and facilities, but how 

many of us follow our fundamental 

duty to vote?  If we do not use our 

franchisee, we have no right to com-

plain of corrupt people in the political 

arena. We believe corruption is the 

root of most problems, but we donôt 

hesitate individually when we bribe a 

peon just to avoid long queues? We, 

the face of India tomorrow, should 

practise what we preach. 

                  Self realisation is 

important to an individual and there 

are millions of alternatives if one 

wants to really do something. One 

can be a part of a NGO, join armed 

forces, take part in creating better in-

frastructure, raise voices against 

crimes and there are numerous other 

options available to serve the country. 

                    Youth, its time for you to 

wake up before itôs too late. 

 

                                              

                                            Jai Hind 
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students in Zari Govt. school. In the GK 

quiz, students were shown pictures of 

national leaders and freedom fighters and 

they had to rec-

ognize them cor-

rectly. The win-

ners of these 

c o m p e t i t io n s 

from both the 

schools were 

brought to the 

campus and prizes were given away by 

Mr.Moovin Godinho, Deputy Speaker of 

Goa Legislative Assembly, who was also 

the chief guest for the celebrations. 

Celebrating Independence 

Dayé 

 
As part of the Independence Day celebra-

tions, competitions were held in the Gov-

ernment schools of Zari and Birla. In the 

Birla school, drawing competition was 

conducted for students of class  5, 6 & 7, 

while elocution competition was held for 

students of class 8 & 9. The theme for the 

drawing competition was ó Portrait of any 

National Leaderô, while that for elocution 

competition was ó life story of any na-

tional leaderô. With 75 students partici-

pating in the drawing competition and 26 

students in elocution, these competitions 

were a huge success and well appreciated 

by the teachers of that school. 

Singing competition and general knowl-

edge test were conducted for the class 1-4 
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Activities This Month... 

The clothes were then distributed to the 

needy in the slums of Baina, Vasco-da-

gama with 

the help of 

C l o t h e s 

Bank, run by 

M u r mu g a o 

M e d i c a l 

Foundat ion. 

O n  t h e 

whole, around 200 people benefited di-

rectly from the program. 

Old Clothes Collection     

Program... 

Nirmaan organized an Old clothes collec-

tion drive in the campus. It saw a huge 

turnout of people coming forward to do-

nate their old/unused clothes for the 

needy. 150pairs of men's clothes and 230 

pairs of women garments were collected 

during the drive. We thank all the BITS-

Gians who very generously donated their 

old clothes for the needy. 
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At a time when the 

world had lost hope of 

a free and fair election 

in terrorism infested 

Kashmir and a riot-

struck Gujarat, James 

Michael Lyngdoh built 

the faith of an average 

elector in the democ-

r a t i c  p r o c e s s .  

J.M.Lyngdoh, who 

hails from Meghalaya, 

made it into the prestigious Indian Administrative 

Services(I.A.S) at the age of twenty two, joining in  

the Bihar cadre. He quickly became popular for his 

honesty, neutrality and toughness and for helping  

the underdog against politicians and the local rich. 

He did face challenges and the impact of a bureau-

cratic-politic confrontation.  He has served in the 

posts of Secretary, Coordination and Public Griev-

ances, Cabinet Secretariat, Government of India. In 

1997, the president named Lyngdoh one of Indiaôs 

three election commissioners. By 2001 he was chief 

election officer. He served in the post from  June 

14,2001 to February 7, 2004. 

 

In the winters of 2002, the elections for Legislative 

assembly were scheduled in the state of Jammu and 

Kashmir. India, at that point of time, was at a politi-

cal standoff with Pakistan and the influence of the 

local secessionists had alarmingly increased. There 

were serious doubts regarding a credible election in 

the province. The election commission under Lyng-

doh not only verified the voterôs list and added new 

sites and polling booths, but also issued voter ID 

cards punctually. Moreover, he ensured non-

partisan officers were attached to every polling sta-

tion. He was lambasted by the secessionists and 

survived various boycotts and an assassination at-

tempt, but he succeeded in achieving a 40% turnout 

in a state where faith in democracy had been ques-

tioned for long. He appealed the masses to vote out 

fearlessly and installed security forces and police 

from outside the province to ensure safety and 

peace. 

 

Soon after the Jammu and Kashmir elections, the 

elections in Gujarat came knocking on. The state 

had witnessed communal violence since February 

2002. Immediately after the riots, the BJP govern-

ment in the state had called for elections. However, 

seeing the insecurity, fear and despair amidst 

masses, he postponed the elections.  Despite cries 

of the BJP government, he put his feet down. He 

transferred the officers who were partial in the riots 

and was seen nationwide on the television, referring 

to a group of complicit officials as ña pack of jok-

ersò. He did get the polls done in the state and en-

sured impartiality and fairness in the elections. 
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HEROESð J M Lyngdoh 

by the central gov-

ernment which pro-

vides free education 

to poor students until 

12th class. For this 

year, Government 

high school, Zuari 

nagar has been cho-

sen for the implementation of the project and will be 

spread across many other schools in the future. 

This project is an initiative of Nirmaan-Goa chapter, 

started with a vision to help the underprivileged stu-

dents gain free access to quality education. It in-

volves providing coaching to the students of 5th stan-

dard in the Government Schools for the Admission 

Test of Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalayas. Jawahar 

Navodaya vidyalayas are top class high schools, run 

  Shiksha 
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ersï for their SHG. It is a slim carrier that is com-

pact and light,  yet 

large enough to hold 

your laptop, pendrives 

and accessories and is 

different from the 

bulky laptop bags you 

get with your laptops. 

Laptop cover can be 

used both while working on the laptop and also 

while carrying it. This light weighted product also 

protects your laptop from dust and scratches. 

Laptop Covers : An Initiative of   

Nirmaan... 

 
Nirmaan Pilani is successfully running Self- Help 

Groups in and around Pilani paving a path for 

women empowerment.  SHG Khedla has 6 women 

and SHG-Harinagar has 12 women involved in pro-

duction of various products that cater to the needs of 

student, the BITS student body being a potential 

market.  

  

They have come up with a new productï laptop cov-
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