
 

The world today is witnessing the rise 
of a nascent cult. A cult which com-
bines the passion of a social mission 
with business- like discipline, innova-
tion and determination. A cult of social 
entrepreneurs. 
. 
A social entrepreneur is someone who 
identifies a social problem and uses en-
trepreneurial principles to organize, 
create and manage a venture to social 
change. A list of a few Indians whose 
work exemplifies social entrepreneur-
ship are Shri  Vinobha Bhave ( founder 
of India’s land gift movement ), 
Dr.M.S.Swaminathan ( the brain behind 
the Green Revolution) and Dr.Verghese 
Kurien (founder of AMUL) 
Social enterprises are more than profit 
organizations which evaluate its growth 
not by annual turnovers or dividends 
but by the measure of its impact on de-
velopment of the human society.The 
more its impact on the society, the 
more successful the social enterprise is. 
 
The greatest advantage of a social en-
terprise is its capacity to reach the un-
reached. For example, the Grameen 
Bank, a micro finance organization 
f o u nd ed  b y N o b e l  Lau rea t e 
Dr.Muhammad Yunus ,has access to 
more than 80% of  Bangladesh’s poor, 
a customer base which traditional busi-

ness firms can never even dream of. 
  
Also the best part of starting a social 
enterprise is that even if the project 
fails economically, the impact it created 
in the society always leaves us a feeling 
which no material gain can ever com-
pliment. 
 
In the recent times of economic  turbu-
lence, social entrepreneurship is indeed 
a good career option because it can help 
in creating more jobs while simultane-
ously making the world a better place 
to live. The students must show interest 
towards such social enterprises, not 
only from a philanthropic point of view 
but participation, internships at such 
organizations helps at a personal level 
also. 

On the other side, it is true that certain 
amount of risks is involved in taking up 
social entrepreneurship as a profession. 
But it has to be remembered that all 
great things on earth are accomplished 
by those who see possibilities rather 
than problems created by a risk. 

All the best. 
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FOR A BETTER TOMOROW.... 

The greatest strength of any country 
is its people and the greatest 
strength of a person is his depth of 
knowledge and integrity of charac-
ter. Today's children do not form 
the 100% of India’s population but 
they do form the 100% of tomor-
row's. Primary education lays a vi-
tal role in the development of any 
country, for its future can be guar-
anteed only in this way.  School 
Adoption Program (SAP) is a pro-
ject of Nirmaan in which a back-
ward government school is selected 
and it is compared with what an 
ideal school should have been. Af-
ter identifying the defects, efforts 
are put on to bridge the gaps (like 
providing basic infrastructure, set-

ting up laboratory, providing teach-
ing volunteers etc.) within three 
years of time. As of now, SAP team 
in Goa has visited all the nearby 
govt. schools and three of them 
(each in Zari, Birla and Dabolim) 
were chosen to be adopted on the 
basis of accessibility, necessity and 
infrastructure.  

After finishing the initial research, 
the team is gearing up for initiating 
its next step of action. In view of 
shorter number of school working 
days in this semester, steps like or-
ganizing various competitions, 
helping them for their annual exams 
etc., which help in improving the 
relationship with the respective 
school authorities and the students 
are being planned for the coming 
days.  

        W W W . N I R M A A N . O R G  

Future plans and challenges ahead  



EMPOWERING WOMEN..... 

2  3 ' � 4 �" 0 1 ) + ' � - � � % � � ) ' � - �

The status of 
women in a par-
ticular society is 
pivotal for its de-
velopment. In 
fact, economic 
independence of 
women is one of 

the most sought after goals of independent In-
dia. We have already been able to generate sat-
isfying results in the areas of women empower-
ment through the project Self Help Groups
(SHG). Until now three SHGs were formed, 

comprising of women from Zari and 
Birla areas. While the two SHGs in Zari 
have started marketing their products, the 
one in Birla is in initial stage and the 
training phase is still in progress. Cur-
rently, 34 women are being benefitted 
financially through this program.   

Future plans and challenges ahead 

'You can tell 
the condition 
of a nation by 
telling the 
status of 
women' 

- Nehru 

 
SHG– PAPERBAGS 
 
After having consolidated 
the existing market, we 
are looking towards ex-
panding the customer base 
and also the range of prod-
ucts. Ideas on creating a 
separate brand are already 
in its early phase of imple-
mentation.  
 
SHG – EMBROIDERY 

This semester plans have been chalked out 
towards improving the skills and efficiency 
of the group members. Work has already 
begun on arranging the display cum sales 
stall in Waves, the cultural festival of BITS-
Pilani, Goa campus. A wide variety of prod-
ucts like kurtis, bandanas, cell phone covers 
etc. will be put up for sale . 

SHG-STITCHING 
 
        The idea  of training the existing members 
by a professional tailor-
cum-designer, which was 
in the pipe line has begun 
its implementation phase. 
Fruitful talks have been 
done with the local pro-
fessional designers who 
agreed to provide training 

in different styles of 
stitching and also in marketing. The trained 

women will then be encour-
aged to make various appar-
els and market them. 

        W W W . N I R M A A N . O R G  
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VIVEKANANDA YUVA SANKALP 

CLEANLINESS AND AWARENESS     

A highly intellectual and economically 
stable society can prosper only if its 
people are healthy and hygienic. All at-
tempts towards the development of a 
society will be futile if proper emphasis 
is not laid on the cleanliness and health 
awareness. These thoughts weigh more 

in places like Zari, one of the largest 
slums of Goa. In accordance with these 
lines of thought, we have set up a sepa-
rate division which concentrates on im-
proving the standards of the health and 
cleanliness among the people in Zari 
slums.  

leges/universities across the country  
accompanied with a talk by eloquent 
speakers who are inspired by Swamiji. 
 
As a part of this programme, more than 
2000 books of “Vivekananda-His Call 
to the Nation” was distributed free of 
cost to all the students and faculty of 
BITS-Pilani, Goa Campus. Students 
have welcomed this initiative. 
 
Also a lecture was organised on 
“Swami Vivekananda and His Vision 
of Modern India”, by Adv. Shri Satish 
Sonak, a well known social activist and 

On the occasion of this year’s Na-
tional Youth Day, commemorating 
the birthday of Swami Vivekan-
anda, Nirmaan has organised 
Vivekanada Yuva Sankalp (VYS) 
programme in BITS-Pilani, Goa 
Campus on 12th January, 2009. 
 
Vivekananda Yuva Sankalp (VYS)  
is a nationwide programme started 
by Nirmaan to spread the message 
of Swami Vivekananda among to-
day’s youth by distributing the 
book “Swami Vivekananda-His 
call to the nation” at various col-

camp in the govt high school, Zari is 
scheduled to be organized in the 2nd 
week of March'09 and a diabetes camp 
will be held in the month of April. 

The idea of installing garbage bins in 
Zari and overseeing the regular collec-
tion of garbage is taking shape steadily. 
Apart from that, a blood group detection 

Future plans and  challenges ahead 

        W W W . N I R M A A N . O R G  



2  3 ' � 6 �" 0 1 ) + ' � - � � % � � ) ' � - �

founder of Goa Citizen Forum. Representatives of 
Ramakrishna Vivekananda Seva Samithi, Goa were 
invited as special guests. Prof. Suresh Ramaswamy, 
Group Leader, Physics Group, BITS-Pilani, Goa 
Campus was the guest of honour. 
  
 The lecture comprised of relevance between the 
national conditions during Swamiji’s times and to-
day’s times and how Swamiji’s message is still valid 
in this age of growing terrorism and economic di-
vide. It also stressed on the need for the youth to 
imbibe the qualities of Vivekananda .The speaker 
pronounced that the country can only be developed 
when we stop neglecting the masses. 
 
 It received a good response from the students and 
the faculty. Mr.Sonak’s words were thought provok-

ing and highly inspiring. 
An exhibition-cum-sale 
of various books of 
Swami Vivekananda 
was also held adjacent to 
the lecture venue. The 
guests appreciated the 
efforts of Nirmaan to-
wards the upliftment of 
Zuari slums.� 

as the  "father of the 
white revolution" in 
India and  was the 
architect behind the 
success of the largest 
dairy development 
program in the world, 
christened as Opera-
tion Flood.                                                                         
Born on November 
26, 1921 in Kozhi-

"I consider Verghese Kurien to be one of the 
world's great agricultural leaders of this century. 
The collection of his speeches, so aptly entitled ‘An 
Unfinished Dream’, can help to light the way for 
those who must carry on the battle to ensure greater 
food security, prosperity, and peace to the world. I 
am honoured to commend this book to those future 
hunger fighters" was what  Norman E Borlaug,the 
 Nobel Peace Prize winner spoke about 
Dr.Verghese Kurien.  
Dr. Verghese Kurien is acknowledged worldwide 

REFULGENCE 
Refulgence, a national level social b-plan competi-
tion, is a new initiative by Nirmaan. It is aimed at 
encouraging social entrepreneurship among the 
younger generation of India. This event will pro-
vide a good platform for the final participants to 
share their ideas with the most experienced social 
entrepreneurs and be mentored to explore new  

avenues of social entrepreneurship and showcase the 
hidden entrepreneur in them. The event will be held 
at BITS-Pilani, Pilani Campus  on 21-22 March 
2009. For further information check your respective 
hostel notice boards or log onto  

http://www.nirman.org/refulgence-2k9/home.html 

THE HEROES - VERGHESE KURIEN  

        W W W . N I R M A A N . O R G  



Kaira District Cooperative Milk Producers' Union 
Limited ((KDCMPUL), was waging a grim battle for 
survival with the behemoth Polson Dairy, Dr. 
Verghese Kurien left his government job and volun-
teered to help the KDCMPUL to set up a processing 
plant. This led to the success story that is AMUL.                    
The National Dairy Development Board (NDDB) 
was created in 1965 by the then Prime Minister Lal 
Bahadur Shastri under the leadership of Dr. Kurien. 
He went on to set up the GCMMF (Gujarat Coopera-
tive Milk Marketing Federation) in 1973 to market 
the products produced by its dairies. Dr. Kurien suc-
cessfully led India to becoming the largest milk pro-
ducer in the world.  He is currently the Chancellor of 
the University of Allahabad. 

kode, Kerala, Dr. Verghese Kurien graduated with 
Physics from Loyola College, Madras in 1940. Sub-
sequently, he did his B.E.(Mechanical) from the 
Madras University and went to USA on a govern-
ment scholarship to do his Masters in Mechanical 
Engineering from Michigan State University. In 
between, he completed special studies in engineer-
ing at the Tata Iron and Steel Company Institute at 
Jamshedpur, in February 1946 and underwent nine 
months of specialized training in dairy engineering 
at the National Dairy Research Institute of Banga-
lore. 
After his return from the U.S. in 1948, he joined 
government service. He became the Dairy Engineer 
at the Government Research Creamery, a small 
milk-powder factory in Anand, Gujarat in May 
1949. When the newly formed cooperative dairy, 
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We have only one passion, 
the rise of a great nation ! 
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