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NIRMAAN tums 4

Nirmaan observed its
third anniversary on
February 12 with a quiet
celebration. From our
modest beginning we
now have nine chapters
spread over five states.
We move ahead with
renewed vigor and hope
to influence the lives of
those around us in a
positive way.

Since the inception of the idea of a united
Europe, the European Union has made con-
siderable progress. However the recent trou-
ble facing the union to satisfy its members in
matlers reqarding foreign policy and a consti-
lution again highlighted the difficulty of satis-
fying culturally different members. The mis-
trust among the members is evident when
every proposal put forward to the Union fails
to materialize. Nations fear that they are not
well represented, fear their voice going un-
heard in matters of importance. This explains
Poland feeling insecure even though it has
roughly the same number of votes as Ger-
many in spite of having just haff of his popuila-
tion. This explains the failure of the union to
pass deals of any significance. This explains
its faifure to get all its members to agree o a
constitution, or on a foreign policy!
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of proud na-
tions to com-
promise for
the greater
good when they might just as welf think about
what is good for them. Their quest for the
solution to this problem got them looking at
us. When asked the one thing that the worlfd
can leam from India, Ferenc Gyurcsany, the
Hungarian prime minister, said itis the ease
with which India managed to sustain itself a
democracy in spite of such diversity.

Which brings us to the question, how did we
pull it off? If anything, the recent EU struggle,
the Bosnian war between sects that spoke
the same language yet believed to be

“different” from each other and many such
instances, makes our achievement more
admirable, and more importantly unbefiev-
able. When you come to think of it, we were
merily fighting wars amongst ourseives for
petty gains from the British a little less than
200 years ago. So we were not this way
right through. It is a miracle that we are a
peaceful nation that houses such different
yet proud cultures. Perhaps we owe the
British some credit after af!

The unbelievable part of our existence is

m

that we are a
democracy.
Apparently it
is very difficult
lo lay faith in
a person from
a different
culture to take
care of you.
Seems logical
loo! However we managed to pulf this off
rather effortlessly, in fact we mastered it,
voling an ftalian to power!
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The victory of the Indian cricket team brings
more joy to a tamifian than say, the individ-
ual success of Vishwanathan Anand, in
spite of the cricket team not having anyone
from his state. The next time you celebrate
an Indian victory (in the comimon room)
probably, not necessarily, the quy next to
you is from your state, or shares the same
mother tonque, but a couple of rows behind
or ahead, you will find a quy — a guy who
differs from you in the lanquage you speak,
the food you eat, the stars you idolize, the
music you enjoy, even the god you worship
- who is just as happy. That we don't see
anything abnormal in this itseff deserves us
a pat on our backs!
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